SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 17th May 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











T N Stewart

10th May 2004







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  APOLOGIES

2. TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS











(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY 
(7.30pm)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL











(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15 P.M. ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM).

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

4.  MINUTES









(7.40pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 5th April 2004 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 19th April 2004. (Previously Circulated)

5.  MATTERS ARISING







(7.45pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS  (7.50pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 17.5.2004
7. VARIANCE TO BUDGET SET TO COVER INSURANCE PREMIUMS PAID BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 








(7.55pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk's report. (COPY ATTACHED)

8. question to annual parish meeting from sandy historical RESEARCH GROUP (Referred from Annual Parish meeting)




(8.05pm)

 To receive and consider letter from Sandy Historical Research Group (COPY ATTACHED)

The Town Council has previously opposed the demolition of Magnolia House and its replacement with inappropriate development.

9. CONSULTATION ON REMOVAL OF BT TELEPHONE BOX FROM SANDY  (8.15pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk's report. (COPY ATTACHED)

10. REBATE OF COUNCIL TAX RECEIVED FROM Mid Beds D.C. 
(8.25pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk's report. (COPY ATTACHED)

11. DISPOSAL OF MARINA PICK-UP





(8.30pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk's report.  (COPY ATTACHED)

12. APPLICATION FOR NEW JUSTICES OFF LICENCE


(8.35pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk's report. (COPY ATTACHED)
13. PRESS RELEASE







(8.40pm)

*14. SANDY SECURITY LTD - RESPONSE TO COUNCIL QUESTIONS 
(8.45pm)

To receive and consider Clerk's report.  (COPY ATTACHED)(EXEMPT INFORMATION - MEMBERS ONLY)

* IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTION 14) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.

         SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 17.5.2004

5.  MATTERS ARISING

* (a) Planning Application 41\2001\1683 Fallowfield Estate, Shop, houses etc. (5.12.01) (F41/01)

No further information received.

(b) Quality Council Status - Quarterly Newsletters, Communication with the Electorate etc. (5.12.03) (F51/03)

The Bulletin Working Group met to consider the production of the quarterly newsletter. Report submitted to Full Council, 10.5.2004. 


(c) Periodic Electoral Review of Bedfordshire County Council - Draft Recommendations Boundary Committee for England (9.2.04) (F67/03)

No further information received.

(d) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03


Cllr Aldis to report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.

(e) Standards board for England - Local Investigation and determination of misconduct allegations, consultation by the office of the Deputy Prime Minister and the standards board.

(5.4.04) (F74/03)

A Training Session for members has been organised to take place at the M.B.D.C. Offices, 23 London Road, Biggleswade on Wednesday 7th July 2004 at 7.30 pm.  Cllr J Lewis, Chairman of the Ethics and Standards Committee and Mrs B Morris, Head of Democratic and Legal Services will facilitate the course. Information was sent on Periodic Bulletin No. 73.

(f) Improving appearance of Stratford Road Depot (5.4.04) (F72/03)

The DSO Foreman has been requested to improve the appearance of the Depot by disposing of unwanted items, general tidying and the provision of hanging baskets.
* EXEMPT INFORMATION - SECTIONS (9/12) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985.  THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM
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6.  POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED CONTRACTED WORKS







2003/2004


(1) Capital Expenditure


(a) Replace worn safety surfacing around existing play equipment, Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

No further information available. Still expected for completion May 2004

2004/2005
(2) Capital Expenditure


(a) Purchase of Wheeled Henchman 76 with Extender

No progress has been made with this matter. The need has to be further discussed with D.S.O. Foreman now that hanging baskets etc have been outsourced.


(b) Purchase of Stihl HL75 Long Reach Hedge Trimmers


Ordered 4.5.2004


(c) Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle

Alternative less expensive suppliers have now been identified. Discussions are taking place with the Foreman to ensure they are suitable for the purpose.

(3) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure


(a) Replace batteries to emergency lights in Council Offices

Ordered 4.5.2004


(b) Set of Vehicular Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Awaiting guidance from Cllr Gale as to the use of metal or wood.


(c) Replacement Hose and Reel for Watering Wagon

This had been ordered on 5th May 2004.


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 17.5.2004
6.  POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED CONTRACTED WORKS (CONT'D)


(4) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)


(a) Purchase of office quality shredder (Office)


Purchased and installed in office.


(c) Public Use Notice Board (Bowling Green)


Ordered 25.4.2004.

(e) Purchase of Chipping Machine (Stratford Road)


Needs further discussion with D.S.O. Foreman as to possible use against cost.


(f) Materials to build composting facility



Needs to be discussed with D.S.O. Foreman and site agreed.


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 17.5.2004
7. VARIANCE TO BUDGET SET TO COVER INSURANCE PREMIUMS PAID BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

The estimate for the General Insurance renewal premium for the year 2004/2005 was set at £10800.00.  The actual figure paid was £13784.10 including the additional premium to increase the amount of Fidelity Guarantee to £700,000 as recommended in the External Auditor's report on the 2002/2003 accounts. There is as a result an overspending of £2984.00 which can only be found from the Contingency Account or accepted as an overspend.  

An increase of 10% was provided in the 2004/2005.  

Although a substantial increase (approx. 34%) this is nowhere near the 80% increase imposed last year.


There is still no other insurance company willing to accept Council Business.





SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY

- NONE
INFORMATION ATTACHED


   

ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO








   RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE REPORT 








   AND TO AUTHORISE THE NECESSARY 








  OVERSPENDING

S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

10th May 2004
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12. APPLICATION FOR NEW JUSTICES OFF LICENCE


An application has been submitted for a New Justices Off Licence to be granted to: Tempsford Service Station, 43 Tempsford Road, Sandy.  This has been listed to appear before Magistrates on Wednesday 9th June.


SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY

- NONE
INFORMATION ATTACHED


   

ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO








   RECEIVE THE REPORTAND CONSIDER 


WHETHER OR NOT THEY WISH TO MAKE ANY OBSERVATIONS OR OBJECTIONS TO THE APPLICATION. 

S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

10th May 2004

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 17.5.2004

14. SANDY SECURITY LTD - MEMBERS VISIT TO CONTROL ROOM

As a result of the recent members visit to the Control Room of Sandy Security Ltd I was asked to pose three questions at the next meeting of the Partnership.  

These concerned:



(a) The current locations of cameras and if these were still the best locations

(b) The number of times that the camera covering the all weather surface actually moved during the members' visit, and


(c) The number of times that the camera to the rear of these premises moved to cover the main car park.  

All of these questions were asked at the meeting of the Partnership on Wednesday 17th March 2004 and have now been answered in writing by Mr Bridges, the Managing Director of Sandy Security Ltd.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY

- LETTER AND DATA SUPPLIED BY 
INFORMATION ATTACHED


   SANDY SECURITY LTD, DATED 23RD 








   APRIL 2004 (EXEMPT INFORMATION - 








   MEMBERS ONLY)

ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO

INSTRUCT AS TO ANY FURTHER ACTION THAT IS TO BE TAKEN

T.N.Stewart

Clerk to the Council

4th May 2004
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9. CONSULTATION ON REMOVAL OF BT TELEPHONE BOX FROM SANDY

The Council has received a request for consultation on the removal of a public telephone box from Sandy. 

With the increase in mobile phone ownership and the fact that 99% of UK homes now have a phone, calls from BT payphones have halved in the last three years. Sandy has five street payphones and BT have identified the box at the junction of Western Way and London Road as a box whose use has declined to the extent that they wish to remove it. If this box is removed the town will have four payphones remaining.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY

- NONE
INFORMATION ATTACHED


   

ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO








   RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE REPORT








   AND MAKE COMMENT ON THE 








   PROPOSAL TO REMOVE THE 

PAYPHONE AT THE JUNCTION OF WESTERN WAY AND LONDON ROAD

S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

10th May 2004

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 17.5.2004
10. REBATE OF COUNCIL TAX RECEIVED FROM Mid Beds D.C.

Councillors will be aware that Wendy Fair Markets have successfully challenged the District Council's assessment as to the rateable value of the main car park.  As a result the Town Council has received a rebate amounting to £22300.87. This amount has still to be checked and confirmed by the Land Agents who secured the refund.

Members are asked to consider, given the fact that the 2004/2005 budget has been set, whether or not the amount in question should be deposited in the Council's Capital Account where it will gain most interest.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY

- NONE
INFORMATION ATTACHED


   

ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO

INSTRUCT AS TO WHICH OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL'S BANK ACCOUNTS THE PAYMENT SHOULD BE DEPOSITED. 

S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

10th May 2004

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 17.5.2004

11. DISPOSAL OF MARINA PICK-UP

The Marina pick-up stored at Stratford Road was replaced some years ago by a Skoda vehicle.  At the request of the then D.S.O. Foreman the Marina was kept (untaxed) for use in moving top-soil in the Cemetery. Since the privatisation of the gravedigging the Marina is no longer used and the present Foreman has asked that it be disposed of.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY

- NONE
INFORMATION ATTACHED


   

ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO

RECOMMEND THAT AN ADVERT BE PLACED IN A LOCAL NEWSPAPER (COST £16.00) TO SEE IF ANY OFFERS ARE RECIVED. SHOULD NO OFFERS BE RECEIVED COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO RECOMMEND SCRAPPING THE VEHICLE.

S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

10th May 2004
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